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colleague from New York, Mr. LAZIO, the au-
thor of this legislation, as well as Chairman of 
the Banking Committee, Congressman JIM 
LEACH of Iowa, who introduced the original 
legislation establishing the U.S. Holocaust As-
sets Commission, which this body adopted in 
April of 1998. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is important and 
necessary. Because of delays that are normal 
in starting any new organization as well as the 
enormous amount of information that the 
Commission must review, the Commission re-
quires another year to complete its tasks. This 
legislation provides an extension of time and 
authorizes the additional funding necessary for 
the Commission to complete its work. 

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues know well the 
horrors of the Holocaust—six million news bru-
tally and systematically murdered, hundreds of 
thousands of others slaughtered because they 
were deemed ‘‘inferior’’ by the Nazis. What is 
less well known is that the Nazis, as part of 
this horrendous effort, also stole and looted 
billions of dollars of assets from many of these 
same victims. Over half a century after these 
atrocities were brought to an end, we still do 
not have a full accounting of these plundered 
assets. 

Under the outstanding leadership of Deputy 
Secretary of Treasury, Stuart Eizenstat, the 
United States has been the leading nation in 
establishing which Holocaust-era assets may 
have been plundered and in establishing poli-
cies for dealing with such assets. I want to 
pay tribute to Ambassador Eizenstat for his 
careful and thoughtful attention to these 
issues. 

Mr. Speaker, resolving the issue of Holo-
caust-era assets is a moral issue. This is a 
final opportunity to bring a small measure of 
justice to Holocaust survivors, who lost fami-
lies and their way of life over half a century 
ago. These victims are getting older, and their 
numbers are constantly diminishing. This is 
our last brief opportunity to help them. 

I urge my colleagues to join in supporting 
this important legislation. 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H.R. 2401, The U.S. 
Holocaust Assets Commission Extension Act 
of which I am a proud cosponsor. Last year 
Congress passed legislation creating the Pres-
idential Advisory Commission on Holocaust 
Assets in the United States. The creation of 
the Commission made clear the Congress’ be-
lief that knowledge of the whereabouts of Hol-
ocaust assets in the possession of the U.S. 
Government should be documented and those 
assets should be dealt with in a just and 
prompt manner. 

At a time when Holocaust survivors are 
aging and the U.S. Government is engaged in 
reparations negotiations on several fronts, we 
should certainly remain committed to a timely 
and thorough resolution of Holocaust assets 
issues in which the U.S. Government may be 
involved. H.R. 2401 will ensure that the Presi-
dent’s Advisory Commission on Holocaust As-
sets in the United States is given the time and 
resources necessary to complete its work. 
While a timely resolution is indeed of the ut-
most importance, it is reasonable to grant a 
year-long extension of the Commission. This 
one-year extension will facilitate a thorough 
and fair assessment of the United States’ ef-

forts to return Holocaust era assets of which 
our government is in possession. 

While we are actively pursuing reparations 
internationally on behalf of Holocaust victims 
and survivors, we also need to look carefully 
at the role of the United States. The United 
States has been a strong leader on Holocaust 
claims issues. We should also set an example 
of what it means to conduct transparent self- 
evaluation. 

Passage of H.R. 2401, and the subsequent 
extensions of the President’s Advisory Com-
mission on Holocaust Assets in the United 
States, will allow the U.S. to continue to play 
a leadership role. Hopefully, in the year to 
come we will witness some measure of justice 
for Holocaust survivors and family members of 
Holocaust victims. 

I commend the work the Commission has 
done to date as well as the sponsors of this 
legislation. I urge all members to vote in sup-
port of H.R. 2401. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in support of the U.S. Holocaust 
Assets Commission Extension Act of 1999, 
which amends the U.S. Holocaust Assets 
Commission Act of 1998 to extend the life of 
the Commission for one year and authorize it 
to receive $2.5 million in additional funding. 

I applaud Representatives RICK LAZIO, BEN-
JAMIN GILMAN, JIM MALONEY and BRAD SHER-
MAN for their leadership on this issue. These 
four gentlemen are members of the Holocaust 
Assets Commission and original cosponsors of 
this important bill. In addition, Banking Com-
mittee Chairman JIM LEACH and Banking Com-
mittee Ranking Member JOHN LAFALCE are 
also original cosponsors of the bill. 

Seventeen nations have established Holo-
caust historical commissions to investigate the 
extent to which the assets of victims of the 
Holocaust were handled, or mishandled, by 
their countries. As part of this effort Congress 
passed legislation last year creating the Presi-
dential Advisory Commission on Holocaust As-
sets in the United States. H.R. 2401 extends 
by one year (from December 31, 1999 to De-
cember 31, 2000) the deadline for the Com-
mission to issue its final report to the Presi-
dent. The bill also authorizes the Commission 
to receive an additional $2.5 million to cover 
expenses for the additional year. 

Congress established the Holocaust Assets 
Commission (P.L. 105–186) last year to (1) 
study and develop a historical record of the 
collection and disposition of specified assets 
of Holocaust victims if they came into the pos-
session or control of the federal government, 
including the Board of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve System or any Federal Reserve 
bank, at any time after January 30, 1933; (2) 
coordinate its activities with those of private 
and governmental entities; (3) review research 
conducted by other entities regarding such as-
sets in the U.S.; and (4) report its rec-
ommendations to the President. 

Members of the Holocaust Assets Commis-
sion were named only last November, and the 
Commission began its work just ten months 
ago. The Commission requested an additional 
year to complete its work due to the unex-
pected volume and complexity of the material 
it needs to examine. 

The effort to create the Holocaust Assets 
Commission last year was a bipartisan one, 

and the effort to extend its life has been as 
well. Accordingly, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this measure. 

Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. MIL-
LER of Florida). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. LAZIO) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 2401. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. LAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks on 
H.R. 2401, the bill just passed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 

f 

CONCERNING PARTICIPATION OF 
TAIWAN IN WORLD HEALTH OR-
GANIZATION (WHO) 

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1794) concerning the participation 
of Taiwan in the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO), as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 1794 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION 

OF TAIWAN IN THE WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION (WHO). 

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) Good health is a basic right for every 
citizen of the world and access to the highest 
standards of health information and services 
is necessary to help guarantee this right. 

(2) Direct and unobstructed participation 
in international health cooperation forums 
and programs is therefore crucial, especially 
with today’s greater potential for the cross- 
border spread of various infectious diseases 
such as AIDS. 

(3) The World Health Organization (WHO) 
set forth in the first chapter of its charter 
the objective of attaining the highest pos-
sible level of health for all people. 

(4) In 1977, the World Health Organization 
established ‘‘Health For All By The Year 
2000’’ as its overriding priority and re-
affirmed that central vision with the initi-
ation of its ‘‘Health For All’’ renewal process 
in 1995. 

(5) Taiwan’s population of 21,000,000 people 
is larger than that of 3/4 of the member 
states already in the World Health Organiza-
tion.

(6) Taiwan’s achievements in the field of 
health are substantial, including one of the 
highest life expectancy levels in Asia, mater-
nal and infant mortality rates comparable to 
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